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Authored on May 1919 by W.E.B Du Bois, “Returning Soldiers” is a letter aimed at highlighting the diverse inconsistencies that existed in the United States even after it went to war to reaffirm America’s highest ideals. The target audience of this letter is American citizens whom the author wants to show them the extent of their hypocrisy whereby despite the ideas the democratic ideas the United States claims to represent are constantly violated by its policies and citizens
. The authors need to point out that the American population’s hypocrisy is evident in the letter’s thesis at the end of the first paragraph. The paragraph points out how soldiers went to war for a country that practices all the activities that made it pattern with its allies against the Germans due to the threat of “German race arrogance”
. The United States hypocrisy is portrayed through its brutality, lynching, caste, disfranchisement, and devilish insult. 
To reaffirm the thesis presented, the author looks into detail of how the United States government and its citizens continue to oppress the minority (blacks and the poor). The disfranchises of American citizens is elaborated through how the government continues to deliberately rob the poor, an act that widens the gap between minorities and the rich and continues to refer to itself as a democracy
. Ignorance through the government’s failure to put any genuine effort in educating the black community is also a significant argument that the author puts up to prove his thesis
. The little effort that has been put in educating Black Americans as the author puts it is based on the fact that a considerable percentage of the American population is threatened by the “degeneracy” it may result in whereby the may lose their dominance of blacks. 
Based on the issues the author address in the letter, the most visible theme that can be derived from it is the impact of inequality on democracy. An analysis of the diverse issues the author has raised reveals that they have been centered on inequality whereby the government and a significant percentage of White Americans continued to oppress black Americans
.  According to the year that the letter was authored and the events being narrated, the time in period is during the end of the First World War. An evaluation of any contradictions that may exist in the document reveals no controversies since all the factors highlighted in relation to America’s hypocrisy at the time was true. It is indisputable that America’s participation in the First World War was influenced by the threat Germans posed to democracy and human rights while America itself practiced the same to racial minorities
. Through the in-depth explanation, the author has provided, it is inevitable to note that the document is believable. Being a participant at war and the manner in which the document is penned in first had pronoun, it is possible to reaffirm the author credibility since he is speaking from first-hand experience.
According to the evaluation provided, it is evident that the author among other soldiers we fought in bitter resignation, for the America that represents and gloats in lynching, disfranchisement, caste, brutality, and devilish insult
. The manner in which the author pens down his argument reveals that unlike most service members and other patriots, he was not afraid to express his disappointment in the few or little changes that had taken place after the war. In addition to this, in spite of the shameful acts he points out about his, he acknowledges it as his own. This acknowledgment acts as an indication that he is ready to advocate for the change required. The vast amount of information provided in the document under analysis has a substantial impact in history since it highlights the situation after the First World War.
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